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Buerie baeteme!
Welcome!

From the heart of Saepmie, we at Viermie K welcome you to the Arctic Arts Summit 2026 in Ubmeje/Umea and to the lands, stories and artistic visions of
the North.

At the Arctic Arts Summit we gather artists and institutions to make possible a deep conversation between lands, peoples and futures.

Viermie Kis a Sdmi network for organizational, artistic and curatorial collaboration, born from the belief that Indigenous culture and art is a force
that shapes Saepmie”s and the Arctic’s cultural, political, social and ecological realities. Rooted in Saepmie and connected across borders, we work to
strengthen Sami cultural sovereignty — to make visible the knowledge, memory, and innovation that flow through our people, languages and move-
ments.

As we welcome you to Ubmeje in 2026, we invite you to listen deeply. To the sound of languages still spoken. To the knowledge we inherited long ago. To
the rhythm of ourjoiks and to the silent voices of our lands. This Summit is an opportunity to move beyond representation, toward relationships and a
common future.

During the event, Arctic Arts Summit will host conversations, performances and encounters that center Sami, Indigenous and Arctic perspectives within
the global arts ecosystem. We welcome you to join these moments as compatriots in a shared creative future and hope that you make new networks
and friends for life.

Let Arctic Arts Summit be a space where Arctic knowledge meets contemporary expression, where art becomes a bridge between histories and futures,
and where every meeting is an act of recognition.

From Saepmie to the Arctic world — welcome to a Summit of voices, visions and vitality.

Jerker Bexelius
Chair of the board



Arctic Arts Summit (AAS) is a unique international platform that operates at
the intersection of arts, cultural policy, and research in the Circumpolar North.
Itis both the world's only Arctic cultural policy summit and a catalyst for artistic
development.

The Summit brings together leaders, artists, cultural workers, academics and
political decision makers of Arctic countries and Indigenous Nations across the
Circumpolar North to strengthen arts and culture, stimulate international collab-
oration and facilitate timely dialogue from a Northern perspective.

The Summit emphasizes the social and community-building role of the arts,
foregrounds Indigenous knowledge and leadership, and strengthens internation-
al networks across the Arctic. By bridging art, research, and policy, AAS highlights
the importance of culture as a driver for sustainability, resilience, and geopolitical
dialogue in the North.

Since its inception, the Arctic Arts Summit has travelled across the Circumpolar
North, growing in scope and significance. The first Summit was held in Harstad,
Norway (2017), establishing a new platform for cultural policy dialogue in the
Arctic. In Rovaniemi, Finland (2019), the Summit deepened its academic focus
on Arctic research and cross-border collaboration.

After a pandemic delay, the Whitehorse, Canada (2022) edition expanded the
Summit into a hybrid model, centering Indigenous voices and reaching thou-
sands of participants worldwide through a broad digital investment. Together,
these editions laid the foundation for the Arctic Arts Summit as a unique meeting
place where art, policy, and knowledge intersect.

While each event is unique to the location where it is held, every Summitincludes
three primary components:

1. aco-created discursive conference programme, prioritizing Indige-
nous perspectives, engaging with policymakers, academics as well
as artists and cultural organisations which is accessible online and
on-site;

2. arelated festival programme to experience Arcticart and culture,
stimulating artistic as well as creative production and collaboration;
and

3. master classes, workshops and other exchange of knowledge for-
mats to strengthen the Arctic ecosystem of collaboration through
culture.




Vierme K, Umea kommun, Region Visterbotten, Swedish Arts Council, Umea University and Arctic Arts Summit Secretariat will co-host the fourth Summit, themed
“Land, Power, Art,” in Ubmeje/Umea, Sweden from 16-18 June 2026.

The program of Arctic Arts Summit 2026 will unfold across multiple formats and platforms, combining high-level dialogue with broad public engagement. Central to
the Summit are the plenary sessions, where key voices from arts, Indigenous communities, academia, and politics come together. Alongside, a wide range of parallel
sessions hosted by international partners will open space for diverse perspectives and discussions. The Off-summit program will activate venues across Ubmeje/Umea,
giving grassroots organizations and small institutions opportunities to connect their projects to the Summit. Through the Co-organizers program, regional cultural
actors in northern Sweden will gain capacity and visibility in an international context. The Summit also features workshops, live TV broadcasts and podcasts, ensuring
broad accessibility and documentation. Artistic projects and presentations across the city —in exhibitions, performances, concerts, literature, and film —will create
dialogue and resonance with the Summit's cultural policy themes.

Language

English is the official language of the Arctic Arts Summit because of its wide use throughout the circumpolar region. However, we acknowledge, respect and
uphold the many languages spoken throughout the Arctic and endeavour to make space for them in our programming on-site and online.

At the 2026 Summit, all major signage will be available in Ume Sami, North Sami, South Sami, Lule Sami, Pite Sami, Finnish, Meankieli, Swedish and English to
celebrate Ubmeje/Umea's enduring Sami community as well as the broad linguistic diversity of other communities who call it home.




1. Strengthen cultural life in Arctic communities

Increase funding for infrastructure, networks, and programs that
strengthen Arctic communities by supporting cultural spaces, institu-
tions and systems that foster intergenerational learning and exchange.
Ensure social and cultural sustainability are prioritized as fundamental
aspects of community development.

. Advance Indigenous self-determination and leadership in arts and
culture

Center Indigenous knowledge, worldviews, and ways of being as guiding
forces for artisticand cultural development. Create opportunities thatin-
crease the visibility, agency, and representation of Indigenous peoplesin
decision-making at all levels — from cultural practices and institutions
to national and international policymaking.

3. Transform narratives about the Arctic

Shift perceptions of the North from a region of exploitation to one of
knowledge, creativity, and cultural leadership rooted in Indigenous and
northern perspectives.

4. Reshape power dynamics and resource flows

Change funding, investment, and political structures by reorienting
priorities and values so that Arctic communities guide development to
serve local people first, ensuring benefits in cultural, social, and econom-
icdevelopment.

. Strengthen geopolitical dialogue and preparedness

Affirm arts and culture as forces of sovereignty and resilience in the Arc-
tic, where people-to-people diplomacy, cultural exchange and Indige-
nous leadership shape international discourse and collective prepared-
ness.

. Build sustainable collaborations and networks

Foster enduring relationships and partnerships across borders, disci-
plines, and sectors to expand support systems, amplify northern voices,
and strengthen cultural infrastructure.




1. Small places, strong communities 4, Sustainable Futures
Celebrating cultural life, language, and resilience in the Arctic. Arts and Centring arts and cultural practices to reshape values, resources, and pri-
culture are drivers of thriving communities. These sessions will ask what orities in the Arctic.
defines a thriving community in the Arctic? What successful efforts are
being made to revitalize northern languages?
5. The Art of Geopolitics
Positioning arts and culture as forces of resilience, diplomacy, and pre-
2. Indigenous Leadership paredness in uncertain times.
Centering Indigenous knowledge, ways of being, and agency to trans-
form institutions, practices, and policymaking. Almost all of the Arcticis
Indigenous land, yet Indigenous People are rarely in agential positionsin 6. Sharing and shaping
arts and cultural institutions, governments. Fostering networks, partnerships, and collaborative dialogue between
artists, institutions, governments, and communities across the Arctic.

3. Sovereign Stories
Reclaiming narrative sovereignty to reshape stories about the Arctic on
local and global stages.




The Arctic Arts Summit offers a wide variety of programming in order to create the strongest possible platform for international sharing, policy making, collaboration
and understanding. Content proposals are welcome from organizations for various aspects of artistic and discursive programming, with submission methods noted

below. The Summit organizers will collaborate in determining the final program.

Discursive Program

The Summit's discursive program provides opportunities for artists, policy mak-
ers, researchers, politicians and cultural workers to engage in cross-border dia-
logue on topics related to the Summit's themes. These sessions, hosted by various
stakeholders across the Circumpolar North, create critical opportunities for dele-
gates to make new and renew existing connections, share knowledge and extend
conversations beyond borders.

Suggestions for discursive programming are welcome online

The 2026 Summit will offer 33 discursive sessions, along with 3 plenary sessions.

Plenary Sessions

Plenary sessions are a key component of the Summit's programming. Sessions
are generally political and take place at the beginning of each day.

Principles:

* Speakers should be selected with the input of regional and Indige-
nous representatives, NGO's and national and international govern-
ment agencies (including Indigenous governments).

* Sessions should be programmed with the goal of encouraging mean-
ingful conversation, rather than providing a platform for political
platitudes or provocative content for the sake of provocation.



https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc6z2rFJ4H4NG-ZS9rmVmpjtGiSNY1d6Hhn9JSKOEEZwaPIuQ/viewform?usp=publish-editor

The 2026 Summit will offer 33 discursive sessions across three days of programming. These conversations are a core part of the Summit's ability to affect change. Ses-
sions are hosted by a variety of organizations across the Circumpolar North. Hosts agree to pay for the relevant costs of sessions (such as speaker fees) and should be
invited to collaborate on determining the specific shape of the session.

Principles:

* Each panel should be composed of participants from different na-
tions and always have Indigenous representation. No panels should
support discussion only between participants of one nation.

* Panel topics must relate to one of the Summit's themes and work to
achieve its stated goals. Speakers should represent a variety of per-
spectives who do not often have the opportunity to be in discussion
with each other (such as artists and policymakers).

* Selection should reflect diversity in art forms, types of actors, and
perspectives, with particular emphasis on Indigenous and minority
representation (such as LGBTQIA+, gender, disability, etc.)

* International delegation organizers should be consulted on poten-
tial speakers from their respective region.

* Session hosts should be invited based on affinity to the topic. Ap-
proximately half of the hosts should be international.




The Summit's Artistic Program creates opportunities both to showcase existing artistic projects and create new exhibitions, performances and artworks. The Artistic
Program showcases the breadth and depth of contemporary artistic practice across the Arctic, and ensures artists’ voices remain central to the Summit's activities. Or-
ganizations and collectives can submit proposals for artistic programming online.

ArtisticCommissions
The Summit will commission limited amounts of original artwork, across disciplines, for debut at the event.

Principles:

* Commissions should reflect the Summit's themes and goals, with
particular attention to Land, Power, Art.

* Projects should be collaborative, engaging artists, curators, and com-
munities from across the Circumpolar North.

* Commissions should highlight Indigenous leadership and knowl-
edge, and promote cultural exchange across borders.

* Works should be presented during the Summit and, when possi
ble, have a continued life afterward—through touring, publication,
or digital presentation.

* Sustainability and respect for the land and local communities should
be embedded in both process and presentation.



https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1LsmSzxl1wGKP14vMCZYyxlL_DBQO51NSuAitLBxbyI0/edit

Off-summit Programming and Co-organizers

Off-summit Programming and Co-organizers are two complementary funding instruments designed to translate the overarching goals of the Summit into practice by
stimulating both breadth and depth in the artistic and discursive program.

Both Off-summit Programming and Co-organizers are directed toward northern Sweden but serve different functions: Off-summit opens the Summit's thematic
framework to a wide range of smaller actors and projects in the region, while Co-organizers strengthen established artistic environments and their capacity to act on
an international stage. Together, they contribute to fulfilling the Summit's overarching goals of strengthening the role of culture in sustainability, collaboration, and
leadership in the Arctic. International projects are an integral component of the Arctic Arts Summit, but are ineligible for consideration as Co-organized programming.
International organizations can submit a proposal online for consideration as part of the Summit's artistic programming.

Off-summit Programming

Purpose: The Off-summit program is intended for actors in northern Swedenand  Principles:
strengthens the goal “Build sustainable collaborations and networks” by offering
top-up funding to smaller organizations, associations, groups, and small institu-
tions. The support is directed towards artistic, professional, or discursive projects
connected to the Summit's topics, particularly “Small places, strong communities”
and “Sharing and shaping.” Through this support, new meeting places can be de-
veloped, local perspectives made visible, and intercultural exchange promoted.
Organizations can submit proposals for Off-summit programming online.

* The funding should function as complementary, not full financing.

* Projects must stimulate participation, presence, or collaboration in
connection with AAS.

* Selection should reflect diversity in art forms, types of actors, and
perspectives, with particular emphasis on Sami actors and national
minorities in northern Sweden.

* Off-summit programming will be based on an open call and subject
to available venues and budget.

Funding model: Each actor may be granted 30,000 SEK in top-up funding.



https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1LsmSzxl1wGKP14vMCZYyxlL_DBQO51NSuAitLBxbyI0/edit
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1Ys9ll7Zbq8Ii8_wIZeaTgZgzIUhNWZ8eCsB-Wl8a4sc/edit

Purpose: The Co-organizers support is directed at arts and cultural environments
in northern Sweden to strengthen the Summit's long-term anchoring in the re-
gion. The support is particularly connected to the goals “Strengthen cultural life in
Arcticcommunities” and “Reshape power dynamics and resource flows,” as well as the
topic “Sustainable Futures.” By supporting local capacity, organization, and infra-
structure, the program enhances the ability of regional actors to actively engage
in AAS while simultaneously building international networks. Organizations can
submit proposals for Co-organized programming online. Organizations are en-
couraged to think expansively about what opportunities they propose, including
but not limited to artistic programming, meetings, workshops, tours, receptions
and public events.

Principles:

* The supportshould be targeted at environments with clear develop-
ment needs and potential.

* Selection should contribute to long-term reinforcement of artistic
and institutional structures in the region.

* Collaboration, capacity-building, and visibility in international con-
texts should be prioritized.

Funding model: Support may be granted in the range of 50,000-150,000 SEK,
depending on the needs, size, and development potential of the organization.



https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1A4GzXTx9rO8kwWGihBxoIVS-Ht9RmG2Lb3-exBJD2bc/edit

Workshops

Workshops offer opportunities for skill sharing, capacity building and cross-bor-
der exchange. Workshops run concurrently with discursive sessions and so
should generally be accomplishable in that time frame, except in rare cases
where a workshop can run across multiple sessions.

Suggestions for workshops can be submitted online.

Principles:

* Workshops should focus on capacity-building, knowledge-sharing,
and skill development relevant to Arctic arts and cultural work.

* Priority should be given to workshops led by Indigenous and nation-
al minorities practitioners, artists, and cultural leaders.

* Each workshop should aim to produce tangible outcomes—such as
new tools, collaborations, or shared methods —that can continue
beyond the Summit.

* Workshop formats should encourage active participation, peer
learning, and intercultural exchange.

* Accessibility should be ensured by considering linguistic, physical,
and cultural needs of participants.

Network Events

Since the Summit brings together artists, cultural workers, academics and policy
makers from across the Circumpolar North, it is the perfect place to organize in-
ternational, discipline-specific gatherings. Space can be provided for these gath-
erings with advance notice; applications can be submitted online.

Closed Meetings

As a cultural policy forum, the Summit encourages those attending to engage
is meaningful work, collaboration and policymaking during the event. Meeting
space can be provided for closed door meetings with advanced notice; applica-
tions can be submitted online.



https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdZ6TYIcIDWG38MejMB97cMPI2KaFbdZ9qlnuj9iDY97_wk2w/viewform?usp=publish-editor
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdJS7vYZfemjoMAJ1z0A-MhIIqLFF-ZyLVgh5igepC0ukp7Zw/viewform?usp=header
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSerMmC3a--xFrCl4Ix3ZGGBVWolCxO1I-jfk-y9lbJ23DxJiQ/viewform?usp=publish-editor

Delegates

The 2026 Summit will welcome 600 delegates to Ubmeje/Umea, through a mix of invitations, formal delegations, and an open accreditation process. Around
half of the participants will come from across the Northern Swedish arts and culture sector, while the other half will represent international partners and net-
works from across the Circumpolar North.

Reflecting the Summit's principle of being for the North, from the North, participation will prioritize delegates who live and work within the Arcticand sub-Arc-
tic regions, as well as those whose professional, artistic, or cultural practices are deeply connected to Northern contexts. The aim is to ensure that Northern
voices, perspectives, and priorities remain central to the dialogue and outcomes of the Summit.

Delegations are developed in collaboration with International Coordinators in each Arctic country, as well as in close cooperation with governments at all
levels,and with cultural and indigenous organizations and institutions. This collaborative approach ensures that participation reflects the diversity of Northern
cultural life and strengthens cross-border networks.

Registration for accreditation will be open from 1 December 2025 to 1June 2026, with hotel guarantees ending 15 April 2026.
Early bird registration lasts until 1 March 2026 with discounted rates.

Registration information, including rates and available discounts Emerging Professionals (aged 18—27) and Independent Artists,
will be available online as of 15 November 2025.


http://arcticartssummit.com

I'm anindependent artist. How can | participate in the Arctic Arts Summit?
Independent artists are welcome to register for the Summit at a discounted rate,
available online.

I work at an arts organization, non-profit or NGO. How can | participate in the
Arctic Arts Summit?

You are welcome to participate in many ways. If you would like to propose artistic
or discursive programming, please do so using the relevant online forms above.
You may also register to attend the Summit as of 1 December 2025.

If you need assistance, please email contact@arcticartssummit.com

I have an art project | would like to present at the Arctic Arts Summit-can|?
Please submit your project for consideration as part of the artistic or discursive
programming using the submission forms: discursive programming, general ar-
tistic programming, Off-summit programming, Co-organized programming,
workshops and network events.

If you need assistance, please email contact@arcticartssummit.com

Is the Arctic Arts Summit only for Indigenous peoples and national minori-
ties?

No, the Summitis a cultural policy forum for everyone across the Circumpolararts
landscape. While advancing Indigenous leadership across all aspects of the arts
is a goal of the 2026 Summit, the event is inclusive of participants from all back-
grounds.

Can anyone apply to register for the Arctic Arts Summit?

Yes, anyone can apply to register for the Summit. Due to limited space, not all
applicants may be able to register. However, reflecting the Summit's principle of
being for the North, from the North, participation will prioritize delegates who
live and work within the Arctic and sub-Arctic regions, as well as those whose pro-
fessional, artistic, or cultural practices are deeply connected to northern contexts.
If you need assistance, please email contact@arcticartssummit.com

Do I have to live in the North to attend the Arctic Arts Summit?

No, you do not need to live in the North to attend. You are welcome to apply to
attend the Summit. Please note that due to limited space, priority will be given to
those working in the arts and culture field in the Circumpolar North.

If you need assistance, please email contact@arcticartssummit.com

How do I get to Ubmeje/Umea?
Ubmeje/Umea is easily accessible by air, train, bus, or car. Umea Airport (UME)
is located just 10 minutes from the city center, with frequent direct flights from
Stockholm Arlanda (ARN) airport, as well as connections from other Scandinavi-
an cities such as Helsinki, Oslo, and Copenhagen. Airport buses and taxis provide
quick transport to central Umea.

You can also reach Ubmeje/Umea by train, with direct daily connections along
Sweden's main north—south railway. The journey takes about 6 hours from Stock-
holm and 5-6 hours from Lulea, arriving at Ubmeje/Umea Central Station in the
city center.
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Are there hotel booking blocks reserved for delegates?

Yes, hotel blocks have been reserved for delegates until 15 April 2026. Information
will be available online atthe Arctic Arts Summit's website as of 1 December 2025.
If you need assistance, please email contact@arcticartssummit.com

Do | need separate tickets to attend the artistic programming?
Delegates do not need separate tickets to attend artistic programming at the
Summit.

Is the artistic programming available to the public?
Some, but not all, artistic programming will be available to the public. More spe-
cificinformation will be available online in the months leading up to the event,

Will there be translation available during discursive sessions?

No, translation will not be available during discursive sessions. While we recog-
nize and respect that many languages are spoken in the North today, the Arctic
Arts Summit's official language is English due to its prevalence and widespread
use across the Arctic. Official delegations may arrange to bring their own transla-
tors, and signage will be available in 9 languages throughout the Summit.

Will the city square venue be open to members of the public?

The city square venue will be open to the publicin the daytime, but only available
for delegates in the evening. More information on program and activities will be
available online in the months leading up to the event.

Canyou put me in touch with an artist participatingin the Arctic Arts Summit?
No, we cannot putyou in direct contact with an artist participating in the Summit.
Most of the artists participating have public representation available online, and
we encourage you to contact them directly.

Is there an available list of all delegates attending the Arctic Arts Summit?
No, the list of delegates will not be published to comply with privacy legislation.

I am looking for partners in the North for a project | am working on. Can you
help me?

No, we cannot recommend potential partners for independent projects. We en-
courage you to read the Arctic Arts Summit's program and digital platform, as
well as attend available events, like Off-Summit programs.

How can I participate in the digital platform?
We welcome submissions to the digital platform, which publishes news, spot-
lights, original articles, interviews and artist profiles regularly.

Please send your request to contact@arcticartssummit.com for more informa-
tion.

A longer list of frequently asked questions, which is updated regularly, is
available on the Arctic Arts Summit's website.

For More Information

Interested individuals are encouraged to check the Arctic Arts Summit's

website regularly, sign up to the Arctic Arts Summit's newsletter,
follow the Arctic Arts Summit on social media. Specific questions can be

sent to contact@arcticartssummit.com
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